
 
  

Principal’s Message 

v 

IN THIS ISSUE 

v 

Principal 

Neketa Watson 

Assistant Principal 

Kari Hardman 

Dean of Students 

Dennis Queensberry III 

School Counselor 

Julie Browning 

 
Our Mission:  

To prepare scholars for college, career 

and life by providing a high-quality 

student-centered learning experience. 

Vision:  

To create world class students 

prepared for a successful life after 

high school. We will prepare students 

by creating a rigorous and positive 

learning environment that pushes 

them to become the best version of 

themselves. 
 

School Phone / Fax 

239-303-7480 / 239-303-7486 

School Website 

https://ghs.leeschools.net/ 

April 2021  PAGE 1 

 

VOLUME I, ISSUE 9 

 

Principal’s Message 1 

Gateway Day  2 

Testing Schedule  3 

AVID 4  

Counselor’s Conner  5 

Vet & JROTC 6 

Spring Fling week        7 

Connect with Lee         8 

Athletics          9 

Clubs/Activities         10  

Greetings Gateway Families, we are quickly coming to the end of our first year at 
Gateway High and preparing for next school year. We have received our choice 
enrollment students and enrollment selection numbers for next year. I am thrilled 
to report that Gateway High School is the #1 selected school in Lee County!  I 
attribute this to you and your scholars for a fantastic opening year.  We truly have 
the best group of scholars.  My promise to you is to not only continue the great 
things happening at Gateway High School, but to always strive to improve and truly 
provide the best high school experience for you and your student.  
 
As we prepare for next year, we are reviewing our rules, policies and procedures.  I 
invite you to be a part of this process.  We will reserve the May SAC meeting you 
share our plans for year next and to get your input.  This will include, but is not 
limited to:  dress code and school and class rules.  We will also share our plan for 
Community & Family Engagement.  I can’t wait to share all of the things that we 
have planned to establish rich and memorable traditions at Gateway High 
School.  All of this is done with you and your students in mind. Please tune in to our 
SAC Meetings, they are by zoom and are normally 30-45 minutes.  
 
The building is complete!  We are giving our you – our current families the 
opportunity to be the first in the new building.   Join us for Gateway Day, May 
22nd.  You have to RSVP!  Due to COVID restrictions, we are limited on the number 
of people we can have participate. I hope to see you there! 
 
We have some important tests coming up in April.  Please review those dates in the 
newsletter.  As always, please let me know if I can be of assistance to you.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Neketa Watson, Proud Principal 
Gateway High School 
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SAC Meeting Dates 
April 6 
May 4 

Important dates: 
4/2 

Good Friday  
(School closed)  

 
4/5 

In Observance of Easter 
(School closed)  

 
4/2-4/16 

Spring Fling week. 
Page 7.   

 
4/16 

End of Quarter 3.  
Early dismissal Day  

11:35 am.  
 

4/21 
FSA Writing 
4/26 & 4/28 

AICE General Paper 
Exam 

 
 

 

    We invite all current 9th grade families to join 
us on May 22 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM to 
celebrate the opening of our NEW campus!  We 
will have many games and activities planned, plus 
food vendors and a silent auction.  Each student 
and 3 of their family members may also receive a 
tour of our new facility.  You must register for this 
event and adhere to COVID protocols.  Please 
check your email for a link to register and COVID 
protocol information. 
 
 
     Also, we are collecting donations for our silent 
auction. If you or someone/business you know 
would like to donate toward the silent auction or 
assist with Gateway Day, please have them contact 
Kari Hardman at kariaha@leeschools.net. 



  

Gateway Spring Testing Schedule 2020-2021 
 

 

Testing Dates Test/Subject 

Thursday - March 25th 
Friday - March 26th 

Biology Progress Monitoring 

Tuesday - March 30th 
Wednesday - March 31st 

STAR Reading Progress Monitoring 

Wednesday - April 7th 
Thursday - April 8th  

STAR Math Progress Monitoring 

Wednesday - April 21st FSA Writing All Students (1 Day) 

Monday - April 26th AICE General Paper 1 (Cambridge Students Only) 

Wednesday - April 28th AICE General Paper 2 (Cambridge Students Only) 

Tuesday - May 25th 
Wednesday - Math 26th 

FSA Algebra & Geometry EOC (2 Days) 
*counts for 30% of student’s grade in course 
*Passing of Algebra I required for graduation 

Wednesday - June 2nd 
Thursday - June 3rd 

FSA Reading All Students (2 Days) 

Tuesday - June 8th 
Biology EOC (1 Day) 

*counts for 30% of student’s grade in course 

 

Monday - June 14th 
Tuesday - June 15th* 
Wednesday - June 16th* 
Thursday - June 17th* 
*Early Dismissal (11:35) 

Final Exams 
● 2 exams each day 
● Exams count for 20% of student’s semester grade 
● Students not present for exam will receive a zero 
● Exams cannot be taken early 
● No exams for EOC classes (Biology, Algebra, Geometry) 
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AVID     

 

 
AVID focuses on WICOR and schoolwide for reading. All scholars spend 

time on critical reading strategies to increase the rigor with support. We 
continually are working on critical reading strategies to foster independent 
thinking and critical readers.  At home, when your child is working on an 
assignment for any class, see if they are using different steps of the critical 
reading process.  All students should be using the strategy “Mark the Text”.  
AVID’s system for marking the text is strategic. Students begin by previewing 
the text and numbering each paragraph. As students read each paragraph, they 
are prompted to identify the author’s claim and underline it. To increase rigor, 
students can write the claim in their own words in the margin next to the 
paragraph. Lastly, as students are reading, they identify key vocabulary words 
by circling them.  Since “Marking the Text” is a fundamental skill, it ought to be 
used whenever you are asked to read.  Students are encouraged to do this 
digitally and on paper copies. Ask your child to show you an example of critical 
reading strategies they are using in multiple classes. 
 

In the AVID classroom scholars are continuing to work on all areas of 
WICOR.  Students recently completed a descriptive essay and learned digital 
tools to assist with polishing their work.  This was the fourth essay completed 
this year in the AVID classroom.  During close reads AVID scholars are using 2-
3 pieces of text along with a chart or graph prior to completing text dependent 
questions or writing prompts.  In preparation for next year we will begin a mini 
document-based question unit.  All AVID scholars should have organized 
folders for each Google Classroom.   

CONGRATULATIONS to our very own Monica Walker and Debbie Wright 
Prashad!  They were chosen to present for the second year at the International 
Technology, Engineering, Education Association (ITEEA).  This year the conference 
was held virtually and included members from around the globe. 
 

ITEEA started in 1939 as a non-profit to support Industrial Arts in schools and 
continues to adapt and grow ahead of the curve to provide all students opportunities 
to develop science, technology and engineering literacy skills that will grow with the 
ever-changing technology.   



  

Counselor’s Conner  

April 2021  PAGE 5  

 

Valerie's House is a 

nonprofit organization 

providing ongoing grief 

support programs for children 

and families grieving the 

death of a loved one.  There is 

no cost to participate with the 

Valerie’s House program.  It is 

FREE. 

 

Please 

email alexa@valerieshouse.org

 to RSVP for the event. 
 

Now Hiring 
Firehouse is looking to hire 

upbeat, positive and 

hardworking people. Be sure to 

look professional and wear a 

smile when you interview! For 

more information please visit 

our 9th grade google 

classroom😊.  

 
Ms. Browning (School Counselor)  

mailto:alexa@valerieshouse.org
mailto:alexa@valerieshouse.org
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CAREER ACADEMY- VET & JROTC   

 

Heartworms are not only in the United States, they are all over the world in 
many species of animals! Heartworms Mainly affect Dogs, cats, and ferrets, but can 
sometimes live in other mammal species such as Wolves, coyotes, foxes, and even sea 
lions. There are very rare cases where humans have also been infected with heartworms. 
Approximately 70% of dogs in shelters are infected with heartworms. Some symptoms of 
heartworms include: Mild or persistent coughing, Reluctance to physical activity, Fatigue 
after moderate activity, Decreased appetite, and Weight loss. 
 So, a lot of you may ask ¨How are they transmitted? I don't think my pet or I 
have heartworms but how can I keep myself healthy and prevent myself from getting it? 
¨ Heartworms are only transmitted from host to host through infected mosquitoes. One 
easy way to make sure that you don't get it is wearing plenty of insect repellent when 
you are around stagnant water, hiking, etc. Some ways of preventing your animal from 
getting Heartworms are: 

• Getting a checkup for your pet about every 2 months. 

• Be sure not to leave them outside for extreme periods of time, especially when 
the mosquitoes are most active. 

 If your pet does happen to become infected you should: 

• Confirm Diagnosis 

• Restrict physical activity 

• Stabilize their diet 

• Administer treatment (most commonly used is melarsomine, an injectable drug 
that is only administered by veterinary professionals.) 

  Now you should be able to recognize and help spread awareness for heartworm 
https://www.heartwormsociety.org/ 

April is Heartworm Awareness Month! 

Gateway HS Army JROTC Honor Guard Cadets.   

 Saturday, March 27, 2021. 
March 29 was officially designated National Vietnam War Veterans 

Day in 2017 as a way for Americans to honor and celebrate our 
Vietnam War veterans. 

Salute to Vietnam Veterans 

https://www.heartwormsociety.org/
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GATEWAY HIGH SCHOOL- ATHLETICS  

 

April 2021   PAGE 9 

 

 
Baseball 

April 7 @ Cypress 
April 12 @ Lehigh 

 
Softball 

April 9 vs Gateway 
Charter @ Veterans Park 
April 14 Tournament @ 

Riverdale 
 

Tennis 
April 8 vs Oasis 

 
Track 

April 9 @ FBA 
April 21 @ ECS 

 
Football 

If you are interested in 
playing spring football 

please email Coach 
O’Brien. His email is 

CullenJO@leeschools.net. 

Stay Connected! 
 
 

 
@GatewayEagles20 

 
 
 
 
 

@GatewayHighAthletics 

Questions? 
Athletic Director: 

Nicholas Polk 
nicholaslp@leeschools.net 
Assistant Athletic Director:  

Megan Barrett 
meganmba@leeschools.net 

What do I need to be a Student Athlete at Gateway? 

• Physical 

• Health Insurance,  

• Birth Certificate,  

• GPA 2.0 or above 
• Completed/signed paperwork 

from FHSAA and LCSD. 

All paperwork can be found by 
scanning the QR code below: 

 

Athletic Information 
 

As spring sports wind down, we would love to start 

welcoming the incoming Eagles. For current and future 

Eagles please join this google classroom to learn more 

updates on spring football, summer conditioning, cheer 

tryouts and more. We will also post paperwork needed for 

students and be able to answer any questions you may 

have. We look forward to soaring together! 

 

Class code: 

oeq6ju4 
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Club Name Sponsor When Do They Meet? Google Classroom Code 

Anime Club Mr. Forster 1st and 3rd Monday  irg3gph 

Science Team Mr. Forster 2nd and 4th Monday  kqqfbwv 

Math Team Mr. Hamrick 2nd and 4th Thursday  6mzbvpm 

Music Honor Society Mr. Fisher Every Monday and Friday  tsk2dmg 

National Honor Society 
Mr. Hamrick 
Ms. Laccetti 

1st and 3rd Tuesday  mdyabfz 

JROTC - Raiders 
Mr. Hadley 
Mr. Garris 

Every Tuesday  7dl3lkr 

JROTC - Drill Team 
Mr. Hadley 
Mr. Garris 

Every Thursday  w67kk7h 

GSA Mrs. O’Brien Every Other Friday  uiwntwz 

Art Club Mrs. Soisson 1st and 3rd Wednesday  z6v5jnz 

CROP  
(College Reachout Program) 

Mrs. Prashad 
Mrs. O’Brien 

2nd and 4th Thursday  fkttsrm 

Key Club 
Mrs. Prashad 
Mrs. Whitlow 

TBD - will be working with 
Lehigh Senior 

rp2ygi2 

Future Educators of 
America 

Ms. Barrett 2nd and 4th Thursday 6foii7d 

Recycling/Ecology Club Mrs. Ferrell 2nd and 4th Monday  xjbp6j2 

STEM @ Work Mrs. Prashad 2nd and 4th Thursday  zcponpi 

Student Government 
Ms. Peterson 
Mrs. Whitlow 

As Announced  

Cambridge Ms. Loughlin 3rd Monday of Every Month  

 

Gateway High School Fishing Club   
• Monday, April 5th Casting Contest -Trophy for 1. Accuracy and 2. 

Distance. Casting weight will be provided. If you do not have a rod 
and reel we will provide one. Meet at 1:45 portable 19 Carpentry 
classroom. 

• Monday, May 3rd Fishing Trip -Tarpon Street Pier. Transportation 
included. Meet at 1:45 portable 19 Carpentry classroom. 

•  
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TEACHERS OUT-OF-FIELD 
Florida State Statue 1012.42 recognizes that teachers at times must be assigned duties in 

a class outside the field in which the teacher is certified. The following teachers are 
certified, but may be assigned one or more classes outside their areas of certification and 

are required to take appropriate steps to comply with the statutory regulation: 
 

Brittany Laccetti, Alicia Madden, Monica Walker, Ebony Williams 

Last day to order Friday, April 2  


